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COACHES Q&A
With both the Plus500 Brumbies and our Super W stars in 
action today, we sat down with Dan McKellar and Adam 
Butt to get their thoughts heading into this epic double 
header. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Ella Ryan & James Slipper tell us where they played their 
junior rugby, celebrity look-alike and how they want the 
2020 season to be remembered, while we also celebrate 
the seven Brumbies who have made their debut in the past 
two weeks.

TEAM POSTER PULL-OUT 
Head to the centre page to get your official Plus500 
Brumbies posters of our featured stars, Michaela Leonard, 
Solomone Kata and Jane Garraway. 

SUPER W READY FOR TAKE OFF
Super W is BACK with a BANG and the Brumbies look to 
kick off 2020 with a win against Rugby WA. Head to page 
31 for all the details. 

BRAIDWOOD 7’S SUCCESS
We look back on what was a truly special event last 
Saturday, as Braidwood hosted a fantastic 7’s tournament. 

WHAT’S COMING UP?
There’s always heaps of fun happening in Brumbies 
country, make sure you visit our bulletin board on page 50 
to see what events are happening in the next few weeks, 
and where.
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Yeah I think we have 11 debutants if all get 
on but we’re excited for all those girls to 
wear the jersey for the first time, and with 
our returning players, we’re sure they’ll do 
us proud. 
 
There’s a couple who have stood out over 
preseason. Ella Ryan obviously, she slots 
into flyhalf and at such a young age she’s 
impressed massively. Zali as well, another 
who’s been excellent in preseason and the 
trials. She’s got huge shoes to fill with Tayla 
Stanford missing out, and we hope to see 
Tayla back soon but yeah, so excited to see 
how they go in their first game. 

Another great week’s prep. Tough game against the Rebels last Friday so just managed that, 
focusing on our recovery and review but Tuesday we were back to it and had a big session 
which kickstarted the prep.  Mostly business as usual, everything we’ve done has been with 
the knowledge we’ve got to shift up the gears a bit this week. 
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There was definitely lots of good things. I 
though the boy’s execution of our game plan 
first half was really good. Definitely a lot of 
pleasing aspects with the performance but 
there parts that we need to get better, areas 
we’re traditionality strong in and hold ourselves 
to a very high standard. So yeah, happy with 
the start and with the results obviously but 
certainly not comfortable and not getting ahead 
of ourselves and know we have to continue to 
improve.

Yeah they’ve lost a few but there’s still a lot of quality 
in that side. Look at Aaron Smith, still absolutely one of 
the best players in the game. They’ve got some quality 
young backs, Hunt at Flyhalf and Ioane outside him. Rob 
Thomson at 13 another. So they’ll present a different 
challenge I’m sure, plenty of kicking, not kicking the ball 
away but actual kicking to attack. They’ll defend a little 
differently as well but yeah, a different challenge we’re 
excited about. 

It’s so important, especially with us only having two cracks at home every win counts and job 
number one for us is getting into that top three. We were proud of our finish last year, but 
this season we’re putting that higher expectation on ourselves and we hope to go at least one 
further and make that Grand-Final. 
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*Available for NSW, VIC and ACT account holders only. Think! About your choices. Call Gambler’s Help,  
Gambling Help or the ACT Gambling Counselling & Support Service on 1800 858 858 www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au  

or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au. Know when to stop. Don’t go over the top. Gamble Responsibly.

Available on Head to 

Head, Line, Margin  

& Total Match Points

 GET THE EDGE 

ON BRUMBIES 

GAMES!
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V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

THE BRUMBIES (10) ARE THE FIRST TEAM TO REACH DOUBLE FIGURES IN TRIES FOR THE 2020 SUPER RUGBY SEASON. 

DID YOU KNOW?



For more information, visit
POPLARS.COM.AU

BUSINESS PARK 
AND RETAIL +
SERVICES PRECINCT
LAND SALE 
OR LEASE

An innovative masterplanned 
precinct providing a business 
hub for growth perfectly placed 
between NSW & ACT
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Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU

Have you seen the new

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

540,000+
Tim Gavel Genevieve Jacobs Ian Bushnell

Local News, Sport & Conversations
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Connal McInerney
 Tom Ross
 Scott Sio
 Cadeyrn Neville
 Lachlan McCaffrey
 Ryan Lonergan
 Len Ikitau
 Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

James Slipper
Folau Fainga'a
Allan Alaalatoa (c)
Darcy Swain
Murray Douglas
Rob Valetini
Will Miller
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Noah Lolesio
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Solomone Kata
Tom Banks

REFEREE: 
Nic Berry

ASSISTANT REFEREE: 
AJ Jacobs



Match Officials:







Match Officials:
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Ash Dixon
 Daniel Lienert-Brown
 Conan O’Donnell
 Jack Whetton
 Dillon Hunt
 Kayne Hammington
 Michael Collins
 Teariki Ben-Nicholas

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Ayden Johnstone                                             
Liam Coltman
Siate Tokolahi 
Jesse Parete
Josh Dickson
Shannon Frizell
James Lentjes (C)
Marino Mikaele Tu’u
Aaron Smith
Mitch Hunt
Jona Nareki
Josh Ioane 
Rob Thompson
Patelesio Tomkinson
Josh McKay

AR2: 
Damon Murphy

TMO: 
Ian Smith



Buildcorp supports balanced teams and provides our people 
with a safe and rewarding place to work.

This is one of the many reasons why we are the first  
construction company to become a twice-awarded    

by the Australian Business Awards.

www.buildcorp.com.au 

CELEBRATING YEARS

‘EMPLOYER OF CHOICE’ 
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

V

Krystal Fyfe
Harriet Elleman
Louise Burrows
Emily Sogal
Michaela Leonard (c)
Emma Masi
Rebecca Smyth
Zali Waihape-Andrews
Jane Garraway (c)
Ella Ryan
Darcy Read
Sammie Wood
Pesi Palu
Gabrielle Petersen
Talei Wilson

Tania Ofamasaga
Peta Cox
Iris Verebalavu
Grace Sullivan
Pearl Rakete
Phoebe Loughhead
Claudia Obst
Ainslie Scrivener

Hineana Dando
Ashlee Temple
Frieda Ah-sam
Katie Barnes
Rebecca Clough
Taylavie Frost-Kelemete 
Taylah Eastwood
Neesha Barrett
Aiysha Wigley
Trilleen Pomare
Dallys Tini
Ariana Hira- Herangi
Taj Heald
Claudia Nielsen
Langley Sesega

Darryl Wickliffe
Sera Ah-Sam
Chrystal Asiata
Yolanda Forsyth
Emysen Robinson
Crystal Walters
Moana Paul
Cara Gleave
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Following months of preparation, long 
nights after hard days at work, tonight 
the Brumbies get their Super W campaign 
underway against Rugby WA. 

The mission this season is clear, go one 
better and make the Grand-final. It’s been 
the only message coming out of Super W 
camp this season, players and staff not 
shying away from challenging themselves 
for more. 

In previous seasons the Brumbies have 
narrowly missed out on playing in the 
grand final, finishing in fourth place in 
2018 and third place in 2019.

Although inspired by those past seasons, 
it will be a new group who takes to the 
field this evening, led by two exceptional 
young stars, both having been here since 
the start. 

If Jane Garraway and Michaela Leonard don’t 
represent success for the Brumbies, what 
could? In 2018, both were inexperienced but 
were thrust into starting roles straight away. 

Now, in year three they will co-captain the 
Brumbies side. It’s a remarkable story, and 
one which will hopefully inspire a generation 
of players coming through and in truth, it 
already has.

Leonard will pack down at lock alongside 
Emily Sogal, forming a dynamic looking 
second-row duo. Closer to the front of the 
scrum, Krystal Fyfe makes her Brumbies 
debut alongside Harriet Elleman and Lousie 
Burrows. 

Emma Masi and the experienced Rebecca 
Smyth start in the backrow alongside the 
talented Zali Waihape-Andrews. 
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Zali is one of a number of quality 
products coming through the ranks 
at the Brumbies, with youngsters 
Ella Ryan, Grace Kemp and Ainsley 
Scrivener. All three are finishing up 
their schooling this year and are 
dedicated to rugby. 

Ryan would have almost certainly 
made her Super W debut last year if 
it weren’t for her age. A star already 
at 17, Ryan excelled for UC in the Uni 
7s and also earned national honours 
in the code in 2019. 

Now Ryan turns her attention to 
15’s, partnering co-captain Jane 
Garraway in the halves, while out 
wide, speed-demons Darcy Read 
and Gabrielle Petersen on debut 
will look to play off centre pairing 
Sammie Wood and Pesi Palu. 

Talei Wilson completes the run-on 
side, returning to the squad this 
season after missing out in 2019 
due to injury. 

Tania Afamasaga, Peta Cox and 
Iris Verebalavu are the front row 
replacements, while Grace Sullivan 
and Pearl Rakete complete the 
forwards replacements. 

Phoebe Loughhead and Claudia 
Obst will provide firepower off the 
bench in the backs. 
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The work behind the scenes at the 
Brumbies Academy was on full display last 
Saturday, as current fledgling Brumbies 
and graduates alike shone against the 
Melbourne Rebels. 

Starting off with the Runners, a host 
of underage talent took to the field in 
the curtain raiser and were outstanding 
against the Rebels A’, posting a dominant 
win. 

Brumbies Academy Head Coach was rapt 
with his side’s effort. 

“The boys did really well, “Hooper said. 

“You want to see them stand up physically, 
and just play their game and I thought they 
did that. 

“Rory Scott was outstanding I thought, Lachie 
Albert as well. 

“Guys at this age do a lot of training, and they 
all impress but generally I just thought it was 
good to get that test against professional guys 
to see how they stand up.”

Hooper has seen many Academy stars graduate 
to the Brumbies Super Rugby squad in the 
past few seasons and was proud to see them 
excelling at the pro level, none less so than 
flyhalf Noah Lolesio, who was outstanding 
again for the Brumbies in just his second ever 
Super Rugby appearance. 

“It’s nice validation for the program, “Hooper 
explained. 

“Obviously we’re only a part of (Noah’s) 
development, a lot of people have played their 
part in getting him to where he is now, most of 
all him and his family.
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“The integration between the academy and 
the main squad is something we’re definitely 
proud of.  

“Noah’s spent plenty of time with the 
academy in the early days, but also was able 
to be with the main squad as well. 

“The advantage of having both is, when 
he’s with the main squad, he’s learning to 
be a professional and going through that, 
apprenticeship so to speak but when he’s 
with the academy, we can focus on him or 
any young player more closely and give them 
that one on one coaching.”  
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At the Plus500 Brumbies, we know we have the best fans in Super Rugby, 
and we want to showcase those who show up to GIO Stadium every week, 
Proud to be a Australian, with a Brumby on their chest.



CONTACT BOBBY FARQUHAR 0414505257
bobbyfarquhar@optusnet.com.au

www.thenationalactingscool.com.au
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The rugby 7s event hosted by the Braidwood 
Redbacks and the ACT Brumbies was a dream 
come true, as 44 teams and thousands of 
supporters descended on the small-town last 
Saturday.

After the cancellation of the Braidwood Cup 
due to drought conditions, the community 
came up with the idea to host a rugby 7s 
competition and carnival, with no expectation 
of the support they would receive.

The manager of the Braidwood Redbacks 
Nick Pengelly said that after they opened the 
registration for the event it took off and never 
slowed down.

The competition received so much interest and 
support from different teams that organisers 
had to close registration way before the event, 
as they had reached max capacity of teams 
and were still receiving registrations.

“Suddenly there’s all these teams over New 
South Wales and from Sydney, from Canberra, 
Illawarra. We’ve got 44 teams here.” Pengelly 
said. 

Not only did the town receive support from 
local and interstate teams, but from thousands 
of people from Canberra and surrounding 
towns. 

“Heaps of Canberra people have come down to 
shop and help support the locals. In this rugby 
here today, what a turn out. I’ve never seen so 
many people at the rec ground. I’ve come and 
watched them play rugby, the redbacks, on a 
Saturday sometimes and you might have 50 to 
100 people but there’s thousands of people 
here today.” said a local from Braidwood.

The people of Braidwood hope that this event 
revitalises the town after the horrors they have 
faced from the recent bushfires.

The Brumbies saw some familiar faces out on 
the field during the competition, as former 
Brumbies Ben Alexander, Andrew Smith and 
many more all laced up their boots to do their 
part.

As well as the amazing turn out of supporters, 
Braidwood received some much-needed rain 
that only added to the magic of the day.

Brumbies prop Scott Sio knew just how much 
the rain meant to the people of Braidwood and 
to the country overall.
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“It’s good to see a lot of rain. I know a lot 
of people have been praying for rain and 
it’s what the country needs at the moment 
so. It’s kind of fitting that it’s raining as well 
today during the sevens.” Sio said.

The Brumbies were nothing but excited about 
the day, with Sio saying that it’s amazing to 
see all the different communities coming 
together to get behind the event.

As the curtains closed on the competition 
and after many rounds of rugby had been 
played it would be West Harbour who took 
the win over Queanbeyan 12-5 in the men’s 
final and Jindabyne who defeated the Wests 
in the women’s final 17-7.

Soon after the final whistles many headed off 
for a nice cold drink and went to watch the 
yabbie race to cap off the day the right way.

Both the Brumbies and the Redbacks hope 
that the success of this 7s event will help put 
Braidwood back on the right track, for the 
town and the people within it.



A digital currency empowering  
buyers and sellers

Qurious?

qoin.world oin
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THANK YOU TO THE BRILLIANT VIKINGS JUNIORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN OUR FANTASTIC SALES TEAM OVER 

THE PAST TWO WEEKS.

ESTABLISHED IN 1980, VIKINGS IS THE 
LARGEST JUNIOR CLUB IN THE ACT, 

WELCOMING KIDS FROM AGES 5 TO 15.







PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!
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The Brumbies are two from two in 2020, 
posting a pair of quality wins over Australian 
rivals the Reds and Rebels in the last two 
weeks, but as is always the case with local 
derbies, the physicality has meant some will 
be forced to sit out tonight’s clash with the 
Highlanders. 

Starting with the positives however, Darcy 
Swain has been passed fit for round three 
after missing last week. Scott Sio also is ready 
to go for round three but will act as a finisher, 
James Slipper being promoted to the run on 
side. 

Tom Cusack however was unable to complete 
return to play protocol this week so is 
unavailable for selection. Will Miller swaps 
in for Cusack with Locky McCaffrey coming 
on to the bench. We wish Tom a speedy 
recovery and look forward to his return soon. 
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